
	  

	  

Tom	  LaFaille	  Biography	  

Tom	  LaFaille	  is	  Vice	  President	  and	  International	  Trade	  Counsel	  at	  Wine	  
Institute,	  the	  public	  policy	  trade	  association	  representing	  1,000	  California	  
wineries	  at	  the	  state,	  federal	  and	  international	  levels.	  	  Tom	  works	  with	  the	  
U.S.	  Tax	  and	  Trade	  Bureau,	  Office	  of	  the	  U.S.	  Trade	  Representative,	  USDA	  
Foreign	  Agricultural	  Service	  and	  U.S.	  Commerce	  Department,	  foreign	  
governments	  and	  industry	  groups	  to	  reduce	  trade	  barriers	  and	  open	  export	  
markets	  for	  U.S.	  wineries.	  	  Based	  in	  Washington,	  D.C.,	  he	  leads	  the	  U.S.	  
industry	  delegation	  in	  the	  World	  Wine	  Trade	  Group	  and	  the	  Asia-‐Pacific	  
Economic	  Cooperation	  Wine	  Regulatory	  Forum	  and	  serves	  as	  a	  cleared	  
advisor	  on	  the	  USDA	  Agriculture	  Technical	  Advisory	  Committee	  for	  Trade.	  	  
Tom	  is	  a	  former	  aide	  to	  U.S.	  Congressman	  Mike	  Thompson	  (Napa	  Valley,	  
California),	  directing	  wine-‐related	  legislation	  and	  regulatory	  issues	  in	  the	  
U.S.	  House	  of	  Representatives	  and	  California	  State	  Senate.	  	  He	  is	  a	  graduate	  
of	  San	  Francisco	  State	  University	  and	  the	  University	  of	  California’s	  Hastings	  
College	  of	  the	  Law	  and	  is	  a	  member	  of	  the	  California	  State	  Bar.	  


